DEVELOPMENT OF rDNA SAFETY GUIDELINES                                                173

United Kingdom Guidelines

In January 1975 a report entitled "Report of the Working Party on the
Experimental Manipulation of the Genetic Composition of Microorgan-
isms" was presented to Parliament in the United Kingdom. The Working
Party was charged with making an assessment of the potential benefits
and potential hazards of techniques that allow manipulation of the
genetic composition of microorganisms. This group was not charged
with preparing a code of practice. This report, also known as the Ashby
Report, after the group's chairman, Lord Ashby, concluded in part:

"... After careful questioning of experts in the field, we are convinced that the haz-
ards are less serious than some of us first thought, and we are satisfied that there are
ways to reduce them to levels far lower than other hazards which the public cur-
rently accepts without question.

In August 1976 the "Report of the Working Party on the Practice of
Genetic Manipulation," also known as the Williams Report, was
presented to Parliament. The Working Party in this instance was ap-
pointed to follow up the recommendations of the Ashby Report, and, in
particular, to draft a code of practice, and to make recommendations on
the establishment of a central advisory body. The report concluded that
work in this field should be carried out under appropriate containment
conditions, and it categorized experiments.

The Williams Report differed from the NIH Guidelines in several
ways. It differed in technical details, such as the description of physical
containment levels. The Williams Report placed greater emphasis on
physical containment rather than biological containment. It also dif-
fered in administrative procedures for implementation.

The Williams Report favored a flexible approach to containment and
considered that this could best be provided by requiring investigators to
submit experimental protocols to a central advisory group, the Genetic
Manipulation Advisory Group (GMAG), for advice on appropriate
safety precautions, rather than by imposing rigid guidelines. In other
words, the GMAG would decide the precise containment levels for
specific experiments, and the categorization of experiments in the
Williams Report was intended as a guide to assist the initial deliberations
of the GMAG. It was envisioned that the GMAG decisions would
quickly build up into a body of case law.

Efforts at Harmonization of Guidelines

European Molecular Biology Organization. The European
Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO), which is a scientific organiza-